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T

his issue
of the Signet
marks the end
of one administration and the
beginning
of
another. I cannot express my
sincere appreciation enough
to the Companions of this
grand chapter
and the Signet
team for capturing our history these past
three years.

This quarter’s Signet theme focuses on “Visibility, Vibrancy and Valor”. Let us see how well we have done
in these areas.
Visibility: “the degree to which something has attracted general attention; prominence.”
Today we are publishing books, writing articles and
giving masonic lectures on a regular basis in response
to the request for a dedicated effort to the education
of the Masonic family. There are schools of instructions, College of Royal Arch and several other core
education tools now accessible here in Florida. This
administration’s number one focus has been visibility.
As noted in the beginning of our mission statement,
“To Promote Holy Royal Arch Masonry throughout
Florida and its jurisdictions,” Florida’s Royal Arch
Masonry is known by what companions have accomplished. When we look at the Signet, College of Royal
Arch and leadership on both the local and national
levels, we have allowed our light to shine for all to
see. I personally was never satisfied with just coming
to meeting, but I wanted Royal Arch to be visible. We
have been successful in bringing a profound energy
and love to the craft.
Vibrancy: “the state of being full of energy and life.”
As the leader of this august body of men, I firmly believe the energy of our members will be a direct reflection of the livelihood of this organization and on
my leadership. I am humbled by the drive of our membership that has allowed us to withstand the challenges encountered during our second administrative
year. This proved perhaps the most challenging year
of this administration especially having 25 Excellent
High Priest relinquish their positions to continue their
leadership in other bodies of the order. However, this
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body rose to the challenge and new High Priests boldly stepped forward with great energy and a drive to
continue their Chapters’ forward momentum.
This
was a proud and rewarding moment, for a heightened
energy flowed from the grand chapter throughout the
jurisdiction.
From visibility to vibrancy; it brings us to the final point
of Valor.
Valor: “strength of mind or spirit that enables a person
to encounter danger with firmness.”
There is a quote by the late President Franklin D.
Roosevelt that sums up valor; “The Only Thing We
Have to Fear is Fear Itself.” Men who have earned the
medal, “Valor of honor” are individuals who have had
the strength of mind that allowed them to encounter
danger. When we joined the Masonic order, one of
the first lessons we learned was to follow your leader
and fear no danger. Companions all over the state allowed me to lead them without fear. When we brought
back the statewide exaltation, candidates were entrusted to our care. We did all we could to ensure they
were worthy, well qualified and truly prepared; an after
which they received their badge of a Mason to include
their crown.
As noted in the beginning, Visibility, Vibrancy and Valor are three words that mean so much and can be
viewed in many ways. I have tried to share a few
thoughts on how I view them, during the last four (4)
years. As we prepare for another transition, I implore
you to remember that our future rests in our hands.
Please, do well unto all and remember every person
has a claim to your kind office. “I thank you for your
Visibility, Vibrancy and Valor. Thank you for serving
with honor and the spirit of kinship you have shown
me as your Most Excellent Grand High Priest. These
are moments that I will forever cherish.

Yours in the bond of 3 x 3,
Lewis S. Thurston
12th Most Excellent Grand High Priest

LEWIS S. THURSTON
Most Excellent Grand High Priest

MOST EXCELLENT UNION GRAND CHAPTER OF FLORIDA AND US VIRGIN ISLAND INC.
ELECTED IN 2014

Lewis S. Thurston was born in Eustis, Florida and raised by his grandparents. Upon the death of his grandmother, Lewis gave his life to Christ and joined St. James A.M.E. Church. He was 12 years old at the time and
faced a major decision to either stay with his grandfather, James McCoy or move to East Orange, N.J. and live
with his mother. Lewis opted to stay in Eustis with his grandfather and cousin. This was a major transitioning
point for Lewis and where he would grow through high school. Lewis learned to work, cook and take care of the
home while his grandfather worked in the citrus groves of Lake County and surrounding areas.
Educated in the Lake County public school system, Lewis became an avid lover of various sports which he
played throughout his school years. However, it was baseball that became his passion, a game he has mastered
since the age of nine. His greatest memories of youth baseball include playing in the little league program and
at the age of 16, playing in the Little League World Series in Ft. Lauderdale Florida. In high school, Lewis participated in his first organized clubs by joining student government and Key Club, sponsored by the Kiwanis
Club. After his high school graduation in 1980, Lewis attended Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University in
Tallahassee, FL where he graduated, with honors and a degree in Computer Information Systems. He was also a
3-year varsity letterman pitcher on FAMU’s baseball team. During his matriculation at FAMU, Lewis became a
member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity and Mt. Olive Lodge #5, Prince Hall Affiliated Masonic order.
Today, Lewis is a 29-year member of Bethel Missionary Baptist Church in Tallahassee where he is a very active
member of the Men Sunday School Ministry. He has been employed with Florida State University for 31 years,
in Information Technology. Lewis is a life member of FAMU National Alumni Association, Phi Beta Sigma and
the Most Worshipful Union Grand Lodge. Lewis has received the honorary title of Sovereign Grand Inspector
General (33 degree) of the United Supreme Council and recently became a member of the Knight Cross of Honor (KYCH). Lewis is also a member of Imperial Council of Prince Hall Shriners. Lewis is honored to have been
elected the Most Excellent Grand High Priest of the Most Excellent Union Grand Chapter of Holy Royal Arch
Masons of Florida and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Determined not to forget the opportunities afforded him as a youth, Lewis founded and continues to serve as the
CEO of Sport’s My Choice, a 501c (3) nonprofit organization. The program focuses on assisting kids and parents
at Capital Park Dizzy Dean Baseball with the expenses related to playing baseball. He has also been the league
president for 16 years. Lewis has been involved in the political process and has served as a deputy treasurer for
one candidate. He has assisted several also with local petition drives.
Lewis is married and from their union are three adult children.
Lewis lives by the words of the song, “If I Can Help Somebody, Then My Living Shall Not Be In Vain.” “If I can
help somebody as I pass along; If I can cheer somebody with a word or song; If I can show somebody that he’s
travelling wrong; Then my living shall not be in vain. If I can do my duty as a good man ought; If I can bring
back beauty to a world up wrought; If I can spread love’s message as the Master taught; Then my living shall not
be in vain.” Finally, Culture for Service and Service for Humanity!
As the Most Excellent Grand High Priest of the Most Excellent Union Grand Chapter, Holy Royal Arch Masons
for the state of Florida, United States Virgin Islands, and Jurisdictions; the Most Excellent Lewis S. Thurston has
formulated a plan each year to keep the Holy Royal Arch Masons a cut above the rest.
Here’s a list of a few goals and accomplishments set forth by the Most Excellent Grand High Priest Lewis S. Thur-
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ston started from his election in 2014 and continued through his tenure:
MEMBERSHIP:
• INTAKE - Psalm 105:15 states, “Do not touch my anointed ones or do my prophets no harm.” Under the leadership of our Grand Chaplain, we began inviting members of the clergy to become active members of HRAM.
Today, we have increased our active clergy from two (2) members to ten (10). We will continue to invite members of the clergy to HRAM as their insight of the holy writ is greatly needed. Membership as a whole is steadily
increasing and we will continue to reclaim and grow new chapters. This includes a renewed mission to grow our
UD chapters, Waymon Chapter No. 78 and Sons of Aaron Chapter No. 203.
• RABA - In 1910, MEGHP John G. Riley moved the members of this Grand Chapter of Holy Royal Arch Masons of Florida to establish a RABA account. At that time the grand chapter was paying out $250.00 as of 2015;
we are paying $1000.00 to each financial member’s beneficiary after 4 years of unbroken service.
• LIFE MEMBERSHIP - When M.E. Thurston was elected there were only nine members in the Life membership program after a two-year effort. In only nine months an additional 18 members were added to the life membership programs. We currently have 38 members in 2017, which is 14 over the original goal.
In order to preserve these funds, The Most Excellent Thurston placed $20,000 in an endowment money market
account. The remaining funds support the RABA account.
In order to preserve these funds The Most Excellent Thurston placed $25,000 in an endowment money market
account. The remaining $6,000 remained in the RABA account.
EDUCATION AND TRAINING:
• YORK RITE WEEKEND - In January 2015, we celebrated the 7th year of bringing the brothers and sisters
together for a weekend of wholesome instructions and fellowship. The highlight of the weekend was the return
of the College of Royal Arch which was a huge success. We were also able to make a charitable donation to the
Lupus Support Network and Foundation for research and education.
COLLEGE OF ROYAL ARCH – Prior to January 2015, the College of Royal Arch was last conducted in 2006.
Now there is a long-term plan that has been embraced by the cabinet and Companions throughout the state.
• APPOINTMENT OF LECTURERS AND INSTRUCTOR – Two Grand Lecturer positions and a Grand Instructor position have been created. This development is to spread the educational efforts to instill the mission
and application of Holy Royal Arch Masonry throughout jurisdiction.
SUPPORT OF HEROINES OF JERICHO:
• WORTHY JOSHUA AND COURT DIRECTORS GUIDELINES – To move forward with our goal to ensure
that every Heroine Court has a Worthy Joshua and Court Directors, the Grand High Priest and Most Ancient
Matron, issued official guidelines for Worthy Joshua and Court Directors.
• JOINT PARTICIPATION – Local Chapters were encouraged to invite their local Heroine Courts to their programs and join the Courts for their programs. As Grand High Priest Lewis Thurston made a concerted effort
to make sure the support of attendance and participation in programs and activities with local Heroine Courts.
Some of the accomplishments for 2015-2016 are as follows:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Increased membership by 25 percent, with a total increase of 120 Companions.
Continued to expand relations with the Heroines of Jericho,
Encouraged the local chapters to learn and apply the mission statement,
Encouraged and support 3 chapters with getting regalia,
Refurbished or upgrade the grand chapter’s regalia and working tools in the grand chapter,
Continue promoting the “5th Sunday Red Tie” church visitations,
Continue the annual Charity and Recognition York Rite Luncheon or Dinner,
Produced a goal and vision document for the local chapters,
Maintain cutting edge and innovations while preserving Ancient Craft Masonry,
Hosted the Southern Alliance in Pensacola.
Continued to work on Financial Empowerment and accountability.

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest Lewis S. Thurston has formulated a plan each year to keep the Holy Royal
Arch Masons a cut above the rest. Lewis S. Thurston was appointed to the position of Deputy General Conference Grand High Priest of the General Grand Conference of Grand Chapters, where seven states are represented. This shows how great the leadership of M.E. Lewis S. Thurston is valued across the United States among Holy
Royal Arch Masons.
Due to his Leadership we currently have a statewide value of approximately $70,000 as of 2016 with tangible and
intangible assets. We were able to invest $20,000 with Morgan Stanley. His vision for us is to increase our total
assets portfolio (tangible and intangible) to $100,000 or more which will include furniture’s.
In September 2015, we joined the Heroines of Jericho Mid-Year Workshop and introduced the Deputies and
High Priest Retreat. During the retreat, we admitted 24 new high priests into the priesthood convention. This
year we will host our first graduation class for the College of Royal Arch. In addition, we will make this a Family
and Friend Appreciation weekend, which will include a souvenir book.
In January 2016, we celebrated the 8th year of bringing the brothers and sisters together for a weekend of wholesome instructions and fellowship. Also upon completion of 2016 workshop, we completed the first degree path
for the College of Royal Arch Graduation which was planned for September during the Deputies and High Priest
Retreat.
Some of the accomplishments for 2016-2017 are as follow:
o
Encouraged the local chapters to learn and apply the mission statement,
o
Maintained harmonious relationship with the Heroines of Jericho,
o
Encouraged and supported three (3) chapters in obtaining regalia,
o
Refurbished and upgraded the grand chapter’s regalia and working tools,
o
Continued promotion of the “5th Sunday Red Tie” church visitations,
o
Held Annual Charity and Recognition York Rite Luncheon or Dinner,
o
Contributed $21,455,00 to various benevolent activities,
o
Implemented two Ways and Means Fundraisers,
o
Initiated the Dime Challenge for every chapter,
o
Education Empowerment of $200 per chapter,
o
Donated $250 in support of the Lupus Support Network,
o
Donated $400 to support the John G. Riley Museum’s United States Colored Troops Education Project,
o
Donated approximately 7000 pounds of shoes to Funds2Org,
o
Conducted Deputy and High Priest Retreat, successfully in the midst of a Hurricane,
o
Continued to work on Financial Empowerment and accountability,
o
Conducted the first graduation class for the College of Royal Arch in September 2016 and second class
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in January 2017,
o
Opened Life Membership enrollment, with a focus on members exalted in 2015 and 2016,
o
Ensured that all local chapter uniform by-laws were properly recorded and filed,
o
Added four (4) Companions to the ranks of Past Grand High Priest,
o
Added eleven (11) new Excellent High Priests to the priesthood convention,
o
Reinstituted the SIGNET Newsletter under the guidance of Companion Craig Stafford,
o
Honored with the 2017 9th Year York Rite class being named Lewis S. Thurston, and
o
Reappointed as the Southern Alliance Deputy for General Conference.
The Most Excellent Lewis Thurston is not just active in Holy Royal Arch Masonry; his Masonic Career shows his
accomplishments and loyalty throughout Prince Hall Masonic Family in Florida and a broad:
Blue Lodge
Raised a member Mount Olive Lodge No. 5 - August 15, 1983
1994 Worthy Patron of Sheba Chapter No. 15 O.E.S. Bethlehem Grand Chapter
1990 Worshipful Master of Mt. Olive Lodge No. 5
1999 Grand Minister of Membership of the Most Worshipful Union Grand Lodge of Florida…
2007 Diversified Management Training Program of the Most Worshipful Union Grand Lodge of Florida…
2009 Worthy Patron of Sheba Chapter No. 14, Jerusalem Grand Chapter Order of Eastern Star
2015 Mt. Olive Lodge No. 5 Instructor
Royal Arch
1985 Exalted a Member of St. James Chapter No. 26, in 1985
1988 Excellent High Priest of St. James Chapter No. 26
1990 Grand Master of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd Veils of the Most Excellent Union Grand Chapter HRAM’s of Florida,
U.S.V.I. and Jurisdiction
1991 Worthy Joshua of Ruth Court No. 383 Heroines of Jericho
1994 Court Director of Venus Court No. 64 Heroines of Jericho
1994 Right Exellent Grand Secretary of the Most Excellent Union Grand Chapter HRAM’s of FLorida, U.S.V.I.
and Jurisdiction
1998 Right Excellent Grand Scribe of the Most Excellent Union Grand Chapter HRAM’s of Florida, U.S.V.I. and
Jurisdiction
2003 Right Excellent Grand King of the Most Excellent Union Grand Chapter HRAM’s of Florida, U.S.V.I. and
Jurisdiction
2009 Right Excellent Deputy Grand High Priest of the Most Excellent Union Grand Chapter HRAM’s of Florida,
U.S.V.I. and Jurisdiction
2014 Most Excellent Grand High Priest of the Most Excellent Union Grand Chapter HRAM’s of Florida, U.S.V.I.
and Jurisdiction
2015 Appointed in August 2015, Southern Alliance Deputy for General Conference of Grand Chapters
2017 Appointed in November 2017, Auditor for the General Conference of Grand Chapters
Royal & Select
2010 Principle Conductor of the Works
2011 Deputy Master of West Florida Council No. 2, Royal and Select Masters
2012 Asst. District Deputy Grand Thrice Illustrious Master to Glen Wade, Union Grand Council & Royal and
Select Masters of Florida
2013 Thrice Illustrious Master of West Florida Council No. 2, Royal and Select Masters
2013 District Deputy Grand Thrice Illustrious Master of Union Grand Council & Royal and Select Masters of
Florida
2015 Treasurer of West Florida Council No. 2, Royal and Select Masters
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Knight Templar
2011 Captain General of St. John Commandery No. 12, Magnanimous Order of Knights Templar Mason
2012 Generalissimo of St. John Commandery No. 12, Magnanimous Order of Knights Templar Mason
2013 Royal Advisor of Hope Guild No. 15, Heroines of the Templar Crusaders
2013 Royal Chief Advisor of Ruth Court No. 2, Ladies of the Circle of Perfection
2014 Eminent Commander of St. John Commandery No. 12, Magnanimous Order of Knights Templar Mason
2014 Received the Past Eminent Commander Degree from Union Grand Commandery No 22
2015 Received the Past Grand Eminent Grand Commander at Grand Conclave
KYCH
2016 Knight Cross York of Honor, January 8, 2016
Scottish Rite
1999 Grand Minister of State of the Florida Council of Deliberation
2001 Grand Second Lieutenant Commander of the Florida Council of Deliberation
2005 Commander-n-Chief of John G. Riley No. 207 Consistory
2009 Auditor of the Florida Council of Deliberation
2011 Honorary 33rd Degree United Supreme Council A.S.S.R. Southern Jurisdiction - Grand Inspector General
- X.L. Neal Class 2011, Atlanta GA
2014 Treasurer of John G. Riley No. 207 Consistory
A.E.A.O.N.M.S
1996 Treasurer of Ahmed Temple No. 37
2002 POTENTATE of Ahmed Temple No. 37
2003 POTENTATE of the Year of the Desert of Florida
2004 Treasurer of Ahmed Temple No. 37 and Desert Treasurer of the Year
2005 Imperial Deputy Youth Director for Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order Nobles Mystic Shrine
2014 Appointed to the Ahmed Temple No. 37, Foundation Inaugural Board of Directors
Other
2014 Appointed Toastmaster Area 82 Governor
2016 DTM Garnet and Gold Toastmasters
The Jurisdiction of Florida is surely bless to have elect Lewis S. Thurston as its Most Excellent Grand High Priest.
Taking a passage from the Holy Writ as we review all the accomplishments of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest Lewis
S. Thurston, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:23).
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MOST EXCELLENT UNION GRAND CHAPTER
HOLY ROYAL ARCH MASONS
OF FLORIDA AND JURDICTION (PHA)
Address
Allocution
for

R. Ex. Enoch Mobley, Deputy Grand High Priest
April 16, 2018

Deuteronomy 8:1-3 (KJV)
1 All the commandments which I command thee this day shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and
multiply, and go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers.
2 And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the
wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou
wouldest keep his commandments, or no.
3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest
not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread
only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.
Salutations
To:

The 18th Most Worshipful Grand Master, The Hon. Walter Gulley Jr.;
Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Lewis Thurston;
Grand Thrice Illustrious Master, Jeffery Doyle;
Right Eminent Grand Commander, Ricco Merritt;
Eminent Prior, Henry Wright;
Deputy of the Orient, Anthony T. Stafford;
Imperial Deputy of the Desert Billy McLamb;
Finally to all Companions, to all my Friends, and if I missed anyone, to all GOD Children,
I bid you all many blessings.

Stewardship
Thanks be to GOD for a new dawning, a new day and another good year. I thank him for health and
strength; for leading me; for guiding me; but most of all, for protecting me as I travel on this pilgrim’s
journey. I thank GOD for each of you, and for this opportunity to greet you once again.
Looking back over the past few years, I truly feel good within myself. I feel good in knowing that I gave
100% in the fulfillment of my duties and responsibilities as one of your chosen Grand Chapter Officers.
I pray that you will accept this, my stewardship, for I have accomplished all that was asked of me by this
Grand Chapter; by our current Grand High Priest; and by Grand High Priests before him.
A. My attendance this year was 100% for all of our grand sessions, workshops, executive board, and
immediate cabinet meetings, and most of the non-regular teleconferences;
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B. Served as the Zone Coordinator in each of the three MEUGC Masonic Zones at various times;
C. Served as the administrator over several MEUGC Committees;
D. Assisted with the generation of public programs associated with our grand sessions & workshops;
E. Assisted with the obtaining of liability insurance for the MEUGC;
F. Completed Special Assignments assigned to me by MEGHP Thurston and Past MEGHPs;
These tasks are 100% complete and the various documents are ready for your edification and use.
I also want to thank this Grand Body for allowing me to get what I view as on-the-job-training – training
that will only help me become a better leader.
Listed below are a small listing of the kinds of activities I have been involved with -- activities that have
made me feel good about my accomplishments over the past years.
DATE

ACTIVITY LISTING

LOCATION

Various Dates

Attended Grand Lodge & Grand Chapter Convocations

Jacksonville, FL

Various Dates

Attended Various York Rite Weekends

Jacksonville, FL

Various Dates

Attended Zerubbabel Day Services

Various Dates

Attended Various REJ MSF, Inc, Scholarship Banquets to
make scholarship presentation on behalf of this Grand Chapter

Various Dates

Attended the General Conference of Grand Chapters Annual
Sessions along with other MEUGC Cabinet Members.

Various Locations

Various Dates

Attended Special Programs/Banquets of other Masonic Houses

Various Locations

Various Dates

Attended Dpty/EHP Retreats & HOJ Mid-Year Workshops

Various Locations

Various Dates

Attended MEGHP & MAGM Visitation to the Zones

Various Locations

Various Dates

Attended the GCGC's Southern Alliance Meetings

Various Locations

Various Dates

Attended Local Chapter Events upon Notification/Invitation

Various Locations

Various Dates

Attended the Wake and Funeral Services of several
Companions and Family Members of Companions

Various Locations

Various Dates

Attended Exaltations thru out the Jurisdiction

Various Locations

Various Dates

Attended Grand Chapter Convocations of other Jurisdictions

Various Locations

Various Dates

Attended Various HOJ Palm Sunday Church Services

Various Locations

Various Locations
Melbourne, FL

But if I may, I would like to take this time to express my interest in ‘Chapter Growth’ or should I say
“Growing the Chapters”. Equally important to me, is for us to: “Tell Our Story”.
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A Due Mixture
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•

ne of the greatest joys I have is meeting on the pages
of the Signet. It is a chance for us to laugh, celebrate accomplishments, mourn loss and collect jewels from the rubbish.
Truly, this newsletter is a source of sacred work. It pleases
me, Companions in other jurisdictions are marveling at our
contributions and I am sure it pleases you too. This recognition in large part is due to the exemplary leadership of
Most Excellent Grand High Priest Lewis Thurston. Under
his tutelage, Holy Royal Arch Masonry in the State of Florida has garnered a trailblazing reputation. Such esteem inspired “Ambassadorship” as the theme for this issue. I could
give you Webster’s definition of what an ambassador is, but
I will not insult your intelligence. Instead, I offer another
meaning: An ambassador is an individual who personifies
the core ideas of an organization and affects change by implementing those ideas in a tangible way.
The Great Commission of Jesus the Christ, in essence is actually a divine mandate to be Ambassadors as disposed with
the words “Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.” With a
practical view, we assess the passage of scripture as:
•

“Go out” = Ambassador

•

“into: = the heart of it all or the thick of it

•

“the highways and hedges” = the high or prosperous areas and low poor areas

•

“and compel them to come in” = be enthusiastic
about your assignment in a visible and infectious
way that others will want to be a part of what you
are expressing

“that my house may be filled” = increase of membership with ample provision

We, Holy Royal Arch Masons, have a unique opportunity
to represent the great I AM and this jurisdiction. Visibility,
Vibrancy and Valor are the three blocks needed to build and
establish us as an ambassador empire.
•

Visibility: Adopt the slogan “I AM A HRAM AMBASSADOR” and showcase the slogan on paraphernalia along with flyers, poster boards, etc.

•

Vibrancy: Purposely wear the color red at work,
church, business functions on a continuous base to
spark dialogue with associates. Par excellent behavior and membership participation on a local level
and within our community is another way.

•

Valor: A “can do, don’t give up attitude” is how we
show others we are willing to fight the good fight
against wrongdoing.

Building an ambassador empire will not be easy and will
not happen overnight, but it is possible. The Signet Newsletter Team will continue visibility, vibrancy and valor on
its pages and as long as I am the Editor, the newsletter will
embed I AM A HRAM ABASSADOR.
To you, the reader, I employ you to mark well your life.
Mark in such a way that your contribution can never be
erased. And you, the 12th Most Excellent Grand High Priest,
The Signet bid you a fulfilled and fruitful farewell.
Craig Napoleon Stafford
Editor
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Ambassadors

The theme/focus for this edition of the Signet Newsletter deals with Ambassadors for Holy Royal Arch Masonry.
This matter has not been openly dealt with in depth in this jurisdiction. If we look around, we will see and come to
know the many Ambassadors who are among us. If we look back, we will come to realize the many Ambassadors of/
for Royal Arch Masonry who have gone on before to that ‘Promise Land’.
Recognizing Other Companions as Ambassadors
If you were asked to provide the names of Companions you think/believe to be (or have been) influential to you as
a HRAMs, you may recognize many Companions. That is very good! In my humble opinion, you see, each one of
the named Companions was an Ambassador for Holy Royal Arch Masonry. Why So? Because they were influential
– influential enough to stir up your desire to be and stay a HRAM. Influential enough that one day you will be able
to take the mantle and be influential to others.
Recognizing Yourself as a HRAM Ambassador
You are a HRAM Ambassador by virtue of:
• Being supportive of your Local Chapter; helping it grow & survive
• Being supportive of your Grand Chapter; helping it grow & survive
• Influencing Blue Lodge Masons to seek membership in HRAM Chapters
• Being Mentors and influential to the lesser informed Companion(s)

To help me in my quest to be a HRAM Ambassador, I ask myself the following question:
“What would I want said about my journey as a HRAM once I leave this side of earth?”
Once you have the answer to this question, work toward its realization – you will certainly be deemed an Ambassador for HRAM.
Ambassador Highlight
I take a brief moment to shed a tidbit of light on MEGHP Lewis Thurston, who has the awesome task of leading and
guiding this great institution of ours. Not only does he possess the aforementioned qualities noted in this article but
he also demonstrates good leadership qualities. The tidbit I want to share with you has to do with the Mission of this
Order. He constantly stresses what this mission is and constantly insists that we all learn and understand it. This is
all good -- the better we know and understand our mission the better ambassadors we will be/become.
Counting on You
With the idea of being an Ambassador for Holy Royal Arch Masonry, we are counting on you to be just that. As an
Ambassador for this order, I am sure it will be said of you:

“Well Done Thy Good and Faithful Servant!”
By: Rt. Ex Deputy Grand High Priest, Enoch Mobley
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ATTITUDE
THERE is very little difference in people, I’ve heard and that little difference makes a big difference. The
little difference is ATTITUDE. The big difference is whether it is positive or negative. Nowhere is this
principle better illustrated than in the story of the young bride from the east who, during the last war,
followed her husband to an army camp on the edge of the desert in California Living condition were primitive at best, and he had advised against it, but she wanted to be with him!
The only housing they could find was a rundown shack near an Indian village. The heat was unbearable
in the daytime (115° in the shade). The wind blew constantly spreading dust and sand all over everything. The days were long and boring; her only neighbors were the Indians, none of whom spoke English.
When her husband was ordered farther into the desert for two weeks of maneuvers, loneliness and the
wretched living conditions got the best of her. She wrote to her mother that she was coming home; she
just couldn’t take any more. In a short time she received a reply which included these two lines.
Two men looked out from prison bars - One saw mud, the other saw Stars.
She read the lines over and over and began to feel ashamed of herself.
My friends, what do you see when you look out those BARS?
(I SEE THAT LITTLE TRAIN PULLING THOSE BOXCARS UP THAT MOUNTAIN SAYING)!
“Yes we can, I know we can!”
If we had this attitude with everyday life, think of the positive attitudes we could emit to all whom we
came in contact with, “Faith, Hope & Charity”.
Walter P. Russell GK
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FROM THE DESK OF
Bro. Horace Murphy, Jr., D.B.E.
horacemurphyjr@gmail.com
HOW TO DEFEND THE MASONIC ORDER, BIBLICALLY!
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Some of us Masonic brothers were fortunate and was afforded; the golden opportunity to sit at the feet of,
Grand Master Howard Woods and Dr. Caesar Clark, numerous times before their crossing-over. Both were Pastors and 33rds Degree Masons; we were blessed…to hear many of their great personal lectures, i.e.:
Why, some of the older Churches built before the mid-70s’ are built on foundations facing, “East and West?”
Why, in the Southern States; there are many Baptist Churches, named, “Freewill Baptist Churches and some
are named, Ancient, Primitive or Ancient and Primitive Baptist Church?”
Why, Mother Bethel A.M.E. Church of Philadelphia, PA; is built in the configuration of a Masonic Lodge,
with Gargoyle?
Why, in the Pulpit, on some pastors’ chair, there is a “Sunrise” carved into it, with “seven rays of light?”
Why, some Pulpit have “two steps, three steps, five steps” and on some rare cases, “seven steps to mount the
Pulpit?”
Why, is the Alter place, flush against the Pulpit and devoid of the Bible?
Why, is it that, many older pastors are adamant about allowing only the King James Version of the Bible into
their pulpit?
left?

Why, the deacons’ benches (pews) are on the pastor’s right side and the mother’s benches (pews) are on his

Why, in many Churches; all deacons, as a group, periodically wear black suits and are seated in the Northeast
corner of the Church and the mothers wear white?
Why some Church entrances have two pillows, three pillows, four pillows, five pillows and some, sevens
pillows?
Why do Churches have Fellowship Halls?
Why, is there a continuous cultivated relationship, with Churches and the Masonic Order, with reference to
months, that have FIFTH Sundays?
However; the one question that is more intriguing than any of the stated one above is, “How can you Masons,
serve two masters!” God said, “He is a jealous God and will not tolerate any other deity!” The Bible says you can
only have one master! Normally this statement comes from a person who is deeply rooted in their religion, doctrine or denomination; rendered by a person who holds themselves reverend to God. Before we go any further,
we must define several Biblical terms for clarity and understanding:
Building, a manmade structure established from natural material, i.e., stone wood or metal or other innate
materials.
Home, the occupying of a structure built on an established plan or freelance to provide shelter from the
elements. Normally manage (governed, Proverbs 31) by the strong influence of the mother; with the father providing instruction (Proverbs 1).
House, the establishment of a lineage or ligancy of a family line (Pentateuch). Governed by a patriarch;
normally the oldest man in a family; (he can be elected) a respected and experienced senior man within a group
or family; in some cases by a matriarch.
Religion is a method in which one conducts a repetition act or habit at a designated time or place or something that is manmade. A personal (people’s) belief and or opinions concerning the existence, nature, and worship of a deity or deities, and divine involvement in the universe and human life; an institutionalized or personal
system of beliefs and practices relating to the divine. A set of strongly-held beliefs, values, and attitudes that
somebody lives by.
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Doctrine is a method of doing a repetitious act; a rule or principle that forms the basis of a belief, theory,
or policy; a body of ideas, particularly in religion, taught to people as truthful or correct.
Denomination an order of protocol for doing or conducting an order of the day or year, established under
a doctrine of religion; a religious grouping within a faith that has its own system of organization; a name or designation given to a class, group, or type.
Worshipful Master is a term of, “endearment and respect,” render to a person’s body of works, after being
elected to a position of responsibilities and duties, i.e., The President of The United State (George Washington a
Past “Worshipful Master”). That is why, he elected to step down as President of The United State, after six years.
He did not want to be look upon, as a king. With divine powers.
Now, let us answer the question; “’How can you Masons, serve two masters!’ God said, ‘He is a jealous God
and will not tolerate any other deity!’ The Bible says you can only have one master!’” A worshipful Master
is an elected person that is voted into position because of his body of. One who has been tried and tested by
his peers to lead an organization for a period of time. As Abram (Abraham), Isaac, Jacob (Israel) and Moses.
Moses was tried tested by God and became Israel’s first General and formed a Theocracy form of government
for the Israelites. Joshua was tried and tested by Moses and selected by God to lead His people into the Promise
land. Hench; God installed Joshua and he became Israel’s second General and continued a Theocracy form of
government (Joshua 1:1-18). Joshua’s famous statement lives today; Joshua 24:15, “ But if serving the Lord seems
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served
beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household,
we will serve the Lord.” At no time in the first 22 books of the Bible (KJV); which support, the first three Masonic
degrees, you will not find a head of a House (Master or Patriarch) being worship as a deity. You will only find
them praying, pleading and begging for God’s forgiveness, salvation, grace and mercy, for the good of the whole
(the Books of Genesis and Exodus).
As you study your first three degrees, you will find joy in your research of these 22 books. “Slow down and
absorb them;” as stated by PM Leonardo Miller, “you might learn something:”
Your First Degree is found in the five books of the Law (Pentateuch) (Beauty);
Genesis

Exodus

Leviticus

Numbers

Deuteronomy

Your Second Degree is found in the twelve books of History (Strength);
Joshua

Judges

Ruth

Ezra

Nehemiah

1 & 2 Samuel

1 & 2 Kings

1 & 2 Chronicles

Esther

Your Third Degree is found in the five books of the Poetry (Wisdom);
Job

Psalms

Proverbs

Ecclesiastes

Songs of Solomon
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“A Change Is Gonna Come”
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“A Change Is Gonna Come” is a song by Sam Cooke, the song was inspired by various personal events in Cooke’s life, most
prominently an event in which he and his entourage were turned away from a whites-only motel in Louisiana. Cooke,
felt compelled to write a song that spoke to his struggle and of those around him and he recorded the song for its first
release on his final album. The song released in 1964, pertains to the Civil Rights Movement, African Americans, and
contains the refrain, “It’s been a long time coming, but I know a change is gonna come.” The first verse says ”I was born
by the river in a little tent oh and just like the river I’ve been running ever since, it’s been a long, a long time coming, but
I know a change gonna come, oh yes it will.”
Webster describes “change” as to give a different position, course, or direction to” its synonym is transition.
The transition from Moses’ to Joshua’s leadership constitutes one of the greatest examples of succession in the Bible.
The biblical pages record many examples of botched succession; there are fewer examples where succession worked.
The call of Joshua (1:1–18) highlights how this transition was choreographed and why it was effective – they were guided
by succession principles. When Moses realized he would need a successor, he asked God to provide one. God directed
him to Joshua, whom God had already prepared for the task. It is important to note that Moses did not choose his own
successor, nor was he chosen by popular vote. Rather, God’s choice of Joshua was revealed in Joshua’s ordination.
Joshua was not an unknown at that point. Moses had long before recognized Joshua’s abilities and potential. Moses
became his mentor and had given him various leadership tasks to further his development. Prior to his death, Moses formally ordained Joshua to leadership in front of the priest and the people. Following Moses’ death, the Lord reconfirmed
the succession of Joshua to leadership.
In Joshua 1:7-8, God assigned Joshua an additional role. He was to closely follow the Book of the Law of Moses. All before, Joshua had been governed by words directly from God’s mouth. However, a book had been prepared for Joshua to
fulfill the words of the book (Exodus 17:14).
The same principles of succession planning evident in the transfer of leadership from Moses to Joshua are applicable to
modern transitions. As we, approach April 17 2018 there will be a change in leadership within HRAMFL. Just as Moses
was needed for God’s purpose at a certain time, we must accept the will of God and face the future with valor not knowing what the future holds, but knowing who holds the future ( Jer. 29:11). We must also continue to walk in vibrancy
being salt to humankind (Matt.5:13), and visible as lights upon a hill that cannot be hid (Matt. 5:14).
Leadership transition is always a challenge. When succession is handled according to biblical principles, it can launch
any organization into the next phase of God’s purposes for it. In addition to the succession between Moses and Joshua,
excellent examples of succession include Elijah and Elisha, Jesus and his disciples, and Paul and his. “It’s no coincidence
that great spiritual leaders follow in the footsteps of great spiritual leaders”
As Sam Cooke said “a change gonna come, oh yes it will”.
Rev E.L.Powell
Grand Chaplain HRAMFL PHA
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Eating Healthy with Diabetes
By Dr. Ephraim Riggins PharmD

Your body’s main source of energy is glucose, a type of sugar. Your body gets sugar from 2 major sources:
1)The foods that you eat
2)The sugar that your liver makes when you have not eaten food.
Eating healthy is the first step in controlling Diabetes.
Eat three meals a day. Eat your meals around the same time each day and do not skip meals. Eat about the same
amount each day. Meals should be eaten including healthy snacks 4-5 hours apart.
Limit sugar and sweets. Eat less candy, deserts, pastries and jelly. Drink beverages such as diet soda, water, Crystal Light and unsweetened tea instead. Use sugar substitutes such as Splenda, Equal, Sweet n’ Low or Truvia in
the place of sugar.
Control your intake of carbohydrates (Carbs). Carbohydrates are the main nutrient that affects blood glucose
(sugar) levels. It is important to control the amount of carbohydrates that you eat. You should eat 45-75 grams
of carbohydrates per meal based on your weight goals.
Healthy sources of carbohydrates:
*Whole fruit
*Whole grain bread, cereal and crackers
*Starchy vegetables (corn, peas, potatoes, lentils, sweet potatoes, winter squash)
*Reduced fat or fat-free milk or yogurt
*Whole grain pasta, rice, beans
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“Not So Healthy” sources of carbohydrates:
*Desserts, candy, ice cream, doughnuts, cookies, pies
*Some “sugar-free” or “No Sugar Added” foods are made with
sugar and alcohol and may still raise your blood sugar.
Be careful with liquid carbohydrates! Liquids that contain carbohydrates can cause seriously high glucose levels especially if
you drink too much. Even Drinks that some people think are
healthy can cause major problems. Liquids with carbohydrates
include: sodas, fruit juice, milk, sweet tea, energy drinks, coffee drinks, sports drinks and some flavored waters.
Reduce your intake of high fat foods. Cutting back on your
intake of high fat food can help reduce your weight and cholesterol levels. Reduce your intake of fried food, bacon, sausage,
cold cuts, sour cream, cheese, egg yolks, stick margarine, butter and whole milk.
You can take an active role in preventing diabetes. Follow these simple steps to lower your risk from moving
from pre-diabetes to diabetes:
Increase your physical activity
*Being active makes it easier for the body’s cells to use blood sugar for energy and can decrease blood sugar
levels.
*It can lower blood fat levels and lower your blood pressure
*It can help you reach and keep a healthy weight.
*Talk to your doctor or healthcare provider about an exercise program.
Reduce your intake of calories if you are overweight. Reduce the amount of dietary fats and sugars you eat.
*Cut back on portion sizes, especially from carbohydrate foods,
*Choose more vegetables, fruits, whole grains and beans.
*limit portion sizes of starchy and sugary foods.
*Limit fruit juices, sports drinks, energy drinks. Use sugar substitutes in coffee and tea. Choose sugar free sodas,
sugar free juice drinks and water
*Use cooking methods such as broiling, baking, boiling, grilling, microwaving and steaming.
*Do not deep-fry your food. Use cooking spray or a small amount of healthy oil (olive oil or canola oil) when
pan frying.
*Choose lean cuts of meat (turkey and chicken without the skin, fish, pork and roast beef) and limit to 3 ounce
servings. Limit salty or processed meats.
*Use lower fat versions of milk, cheese, sour cream and cream cheese.
Improve your habits
*Limit alcoholic drinks (12 ounce beer, 5 ounces of wine, or 1.5 ounces of “hard” liquor) to 1 drink per day for
women or 2 drinks per day for men. Discuss the use of alcoholic drinks with your doctor or health care provider.
*Quit smoking, ask your doctor about a Smoking Cessation Program
The information shared is not meant to be a “ be all for all” in preventing, controlling and caring for diabetes.
One must make a personal commitment along with or without the use of medications in partnership with your
healthcare provider.
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Jurisdiction News & Events
Saint James Chapter #26
The 26 For 26 Initiatives
By August 26, 2018

Goals

 Chapter Internal Fundraiser

($26 per companion/submitted by teams)

 Chapter Recruitment and Reclamation Efforts
(Reach out to someone for membership and/or reinstatement)
 Chapter Increased Community Involvements
(Submit an organization/community of need that the Chapter can support)
 Chapter Youth Appreciation Annual Event
(Chapter External Fundraiser)

Timelines:






Community Involvement Deadline: March 31, 2018
Recruitment Deadline: April 21, 2018
26 x $26 Fundraiser Deadline: May 19, 2018
Reclamations/Reinstatements Deadline: June 16, 2018
Youth Appreciation Event Suggested Dates by August 26, 2018

Teams:
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($104)
($104)
($130)
($104)
($104)
($104)
($130)
($104)

1st Names in gray are Team Captains
(Contact your team members the donations)
L. Thurston, C. Williams, R. Gavin, E. Bryant
M. Honeywell, F. Springer, K. Gavin, A. Hawkins
E. LaMarr, H. Parker, J. Grayson, M. Bellamy, G. Murphy
R. Matthews, L. Beverly, P. Worlds, Jim Harris
J. Harris, A. Bright, S. Bogan, T. Jefferson
A. Griffin, T. Baker, S. Pierre Louis, Jer. Harris
M. Motley, M. Holder, R. Austin, J. Niles, B. Wilkerson
L. Harvey, T. Dudley, D. McBride, B. Bornelus

Congratulations

Newly Exalted Companions
Xavier Skipper
Juan Vega
Anthony Wright
Sharn Jones
Jarrett Hayes
Domonic Lawson
James Silverdahl
Charles Taylor III
Eric Mitchell
William Brown
Robert J. Filer III
Earl D. Fisher
Sherman S. Missick
Joshua Morris
Zachary Young.
Darren J. Etienne
Vernon M. Robinson, Jr
Dwayne Joachin
Todrick Lannigan
Cedric Walker
Bruce Barnes
Robert Davis
Ranarte Allen, Sr.
Dennis E. Moore, Sr.
Eric Turner

Zerubbabel # 001
Zerubbabel # 001
Zerubbabel # 001
Joshua # 32
A.J. Junius # 70
A.J. Junius # 70
A.J. Junius # 70
A.J. Junius # 70
A.J. Junius # 70
Mt. Pisgah # 105
Mt. Pisgah # 105
Mt. Pisgah # 105
Mt. Pisgah # 105
Mt. Pisgah # 105
Mt. Pisgah # 105
Thomas # 114
Thomas # 114
C.P. Bentley # 116
C.P. Bentley # 116
C.P. Bentley # 116
C.P. Bentley # 116
C.P. Bentley # 116
Augustus W. Franklin # 118
Augustus W. Franklin # 118
Augustus W. Franklin # 118
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Palm Sunday Service
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Palm Sunday Service
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Maundy Thursday observance in Mariana Florida with host C.H. Henry Consistory and Assembly

US Colored Troop 2nd Regiment Battle of Natural
Bridge Reinactment March 4 Woodville Fl

Signet. Zone 1 visitation January 27, 2018

Capital Park Baseball
MEUGC sponsored team

Grand officers at the Zone 1 visitation in Pensacola,
FL on January 26th
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