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Gratitude continues to be the word that flows from my heart.
Gratitude is a virtue of “pa excellence.” When you continuously express
it, it becomes more evident in your daily living. You enter a state of
gratefulness, leaving you with the fullness of peace, harmony, love and
unity. It is with heartfelt gratitude that the Most Excellent Union Grand
Chapter leadership team welcomes you to our 115th Grand Convocation.
The songwriter Hezekiah Walker said it best in his song “Grateful:”
I am grateful for the things that You have done;
Yes I am grateful for the victories we've won.

O UR M ISSION
 Promote Prince Hall
Affiliated Holy Royal
Arch Masonry
throughout Florida and
its Jurisdiction.
 Encourage and practice
the spiritual concepts of
harmony, peace, love,
and unity within the
order.
 Provide educational,
fraternal, and
benevolent assistance to
our members
 Disburse charity to the
less fortunate in our
society.”

I am humbled in this moment to stand before you for a third year and
report the actions and vision of our beloved Jurisdiction.
One cannot begin to express gratitude, without first thanking his family. I
thank my family for the many sacrifices that have afforded me the
opportunity to lead this Grand Chapter. Thank you for your continued
support and allowances made on my behalf for my time spent attending
to Masonic business. Your efforts are most appreciated.
To our Grand Chapter, our vision and goals continue to shine brighter
each year. The vision of a harmonious Jurisdiction is proving fruitful
throughout our state and local chapters as we continue to fully excel in
our efforts to R.E.P. - Represent, Educate and Participate with Holy
Royal Arch Masonry.

Returning to the basics of Rededication, Education and Participation; not problems, but solutions.

As we continue to embody the wisdom of Past Grand High Priest John G. Riley, I again remind you
that:
“It is said that when a man is exposed to the rigorous cold of the Artic climate, they are warned to
refrain from sleep, as it is an indication that they are freezing to death, yet some of them will
thoughtlessly nod and must be whipped and lashed to prevent the sleep of death, while others
appreciating the good, voluntarily do so…”
As the 7th elected Grand High Priest, I continue to implore you that our due diligence here in the Grand
Chapter means nothing if it is not reflected in our local chapters’ progression. As PGHP Riley would
say,
“For those whose have fallen asleep, “Wake Up and Go to Work as you
are taught in the Mark Master Degree!”
With that being said, I gratefully report that WE ARE AWAKE! As a leader, I am humbly striving to
manage our current state of affairs, with a consciousness of honor and integrity. This remains a
personal goal and at the forefront is a commitment to be accessible to the membership. I, along with
the cabinet, have worked to visit the jurisdiction as extensively as time and resources will permit in
promotion of the work of Holy Royal Arch Masonry. Our visitations have yield great results of
commitment to our vision and goals. It has also provided evidence of what needs remain throughout
the jurisdiction. Herein, lies our report of your service!

Necrology
"I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith."
(2 Timothy 4:7, KJV)
Since April 30, 2016, I have been saddened by the loss of nine companions, most of whom I had
an established brotherly relationship.
In this moment, we must all pause and acknowledge the Masonic life and legacy of Past Grand
High Priest Johnny L. King of Mt. Sinai #108 in Miami.
In a moment of personal reflection, I am reminded of the 2016 Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
Grand Communication. As the brothers were departing to have lunch, I noticed Companion King
sitting alone. Prior to meeting, I watched him take all he had to make it down the long hallway to
the meeting room. Knowing it was unlikely, that he would leave the building, I decided to remain
as well. Grand Master Gulley graciously shared from his table with us. In a mentor/mentee
moment, Companion King and I sat in the meeting room, sharing lunch and great conversation. I
am indeed a better man from the wisdom imparted during that moment.
God allowed me to see the strength of our brotherly bond, with the transition of District Deputy
Emeritus Horace Everett, in September 2016. In that moment Grand King Walter Russell proved to
be a true example of the brotherly love we should have for each other. I thank God for their lifelong
friendship and the support he and Excellent High Priest Keenan Johnson provided for the Everett
family.
For me perhaps, of greater influence was the grace and dignity in which Theodore James of St.
James Chapter #26, dealt with the effects of Lupus. This loss was indeed very personal for me for I

have witnessed firsthand the on-going struggles. PHP Theodore James of St. James #26, was
indeed a catalyst in my Masonic journey for he was the first brother to visit me during the Masonic
interview process; and through the years had proven to be a great friend.
We also celebrate the lives of six other companions who transitioned during the year:
 Emory Chandler Jr. – Mt. Pisgah #105, Gainesville, FL
 Charles Goodson - A.J. Junius #70, Jacksonville, FL
 William Oats - Carey P. Bentley #116, Miami, FL
 Hoover Blue - Bethel #37, Orlando, FL
 Willie B. Brown – Mt. Horeb #94, Miami, FL
 PGCGHP Samuel Jackson – Washington DC
General Conference:
The 2016 General Conference was a success and the jurisdiction of California was a gracious
host. I was honored to see our Grand King Walter Russell serving as chairperson of the General
Conference Audit Committee with great professionalism. I was reappointed as the Deputy for
General Conference South Alliance and am looking forward to representing with the Southern
Alliance in the Bahamas during the month of July.
Heroines of Jericho
Our relationship with the Heroines of Jericho is tremendous and statewide we are working to
further that relationship. Last year, we attended zone visitations as a unified body and we will
continue in this effort this year. In September 2016, we joined our sisters for their annual
workshop in Orlando. This event was of great success. Congratulations to Deputy Calvin
Atkinson, winner of the 2016 King Contest. The joint journal was our first effort, and it too was
successful. Companion Brinson and Peter Bruton, you did well with assisting with the journal.
We still have work to do in ensuring every court has a Joshua and court directors. I ask that you
join me in carrying the message to our sisters, “Fear not daughter of Zion,” we are searching.

State of the Nation
Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul. I will praise the LORD all my life; I will sing
praise to my God as long as I live. Do not put your trust in princes, in mortal men, who
cannot save. When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their
plans come to nothing. Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
LORD his God, the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them-- the LORD,
who remains faithful forever. He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the
hungry. The LORD sets prisoners free, the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up
those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous. The LORD watches over the alien
and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. The
LORD reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD.
Psalms 146 KJV
On January 20, 2017, we witnessed a transition of power from the 44th President, The Honorable
Barrack Obama to the 45th President, The Honorable Donald Trump. During his final State of the
Union address, President Barack Obama stated and I repeat, “The State of the Union is Strong.”
As of February 3, 2017, the national unemployment rate was 4.8 percent which is down from the
rate of 2016 which was 4.9 percent. In January 2017, the nonfarm payroll employment rose by

227,000 per the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Job gains occurred in several industries, led by retail
trade, construction, and financial activities. This is a change from 2016 job gains which were in
food services and drinking places, health care and manufacturing.
Moving forward into what will indeed be a different time and space, we must watch and pray with
due diligence; not just at the National level, but at our State and local levels as well. This is evident
by unprecedented drama and unexpected turns, in the first three months of this year. As of today,
our top media feeds read:
 Trump Wins
 Russian Hacking
 Hillary Clinton's emails and the FBI.
 Violence and the police.
 A vacancy on the Supreme Court.
 The rise of fake news.
 Massacre in Orlando.
 Republicans hold the Senate.
 Bernie empowers the left.
 The war in Syria.
None of these feeds are reflective of the needed economic focus that will determine our survival,
not only as an organization, but as a people. In fact, over the past six months, we have seen the
stock market improve and the economy grow. I would offer that now is the time to fill your
storehouses for the lean times to come. Preparation in this season, will determine our success in
seasons to come.
The election process must also become a priority. I recently read an editorial in which the writer
stated, “As American citizens, I believe we have two obligations: voting and serving on a jury. Both
processes secure our freedoms as citizens. Yet, we run from jury duty and avoid voting lines.” As
individuals, it is imperative that we become more engaged in the political process. Now is the time to
focus on potential candidates; and frankly, hold those currently sitting in office accountable. We
must register persons to vote, research voting records, show up and speak out at meetings; and
support restoration of rights, counter fraud, and voter access initiatives.

State of the State
Among the largest stories in our state, was the horror of the terrorist attack on the Pulse Nightclub
in Orlando. The state also endured two hurricanes, one of which occurred during the Deputy and
High Priest Retreat in September 2016. The spread of the Zika Virus and the Ft. Lauderdale
Airport shooting are also among the other things we have endured.
Governor Scott stated, , “While heartbreaking, these tragedies have given me new perspective
that the future of our state is even greater than our past accomplishments and we must be even
more resolved to build a society where any child, no matter where they are from has the
opportunity to live their dreams.” He goes on to say, “Floridians are fighters. Floridians are
strong, Floridians are selfless!”
I concur and must applaud all Floridians who unselfishly set aside our differences and even our
philosophies to respond to the needs of our fellow residents and guests impacted by each of these
tragedies. In these moments, our state did indeed shine, becoming a beacon of hope and

compassion for her people.
Florida’s job market is slowly growing. This is evident in the state’s unemployment rate which is
currently at 5.6 percent just .02 percent above the national level. We must be actively pursuing
additional opportunities to grow jobs and ensuring that we have a workforce prepared to assume the
positions as they arise. This comes with job training programs and education.
Efforts to improve education for our children, who represent our future, also improved. Florida’s
fourth graders are number two in the world in reading and the National Council on Teacher Quality
says we have the best equipped teachers in the nation, for the second year in a row. It is important
that we continue to keep this momentum and ensure that our educators remain prepared and are
able to assist their students in reaching their potential. We must also work to empower our children
so they arrive to school ready to learn and are able to take advantage of the educational
opportunities available to them.

State of the Craft
We continue to excel in time of crisis. This continues to show success both at the local and grand
level. I asked and you delivered by implementing local programs in your respective areas. Two
chapters continue to excel in community service:



Abraham Chapter #147 in Bradenton - Continuous to work with area youth supported by
their scholarship luncheon held in January.
Maxwell Chapter #115 & District 5 in Crestview - Annual participation in the “No Child Left
Behind Day of Service.

Congratulations again to District Deputy Fletcher Williams Jr. Deputy of the Year and District
Deputy Calvin Atkinson, Companion of the Year.
I continue to live by and challenge you with words expressed in KJV Proverbs 29.18, “Where
there no vision, the people perish.” We have made the vision plain and we continue to embrace
the three goals established at the beginning of this administration in 2014:
 Increase membership by 25 percent,
 Continue working relationship with the Heroines of Jericho, and
 Encourage the local chapters to learn and apply the mission statement.
The brand is working. The Most Excellent Union Grand Chapter is leading by example. We
have branded our own shirts, jackets, coins, crowns cases, apron cases and bags. Through
marketing and by creating our own products, we are able to ease the financial burden to our
membership and generate additional funds to support our charitable efforts. We are hoping to
further this endeavor through our communications with the Grand Lodge bookstore as part of
our efforts to market our products.
As we look to an even brighter future for our order, we will continue with our current goals
while adding one or two new goals along the way.

Accomplishments
Over the past twelve months, we have seen a continuation of growth in our membership, growth in
Masonic education and growth in our relationships with each other. In summary, our
accomplishments for 2016-17 are as follows:
 Encouraged the local chapters to learn and apply the mission statement,
























Maintained harmonious relationship with the Heroines of Jericho,
Encouraged and supported three (3) chapters in obtaining regalia,
Refurbished and upgraded the grand chapter’s regalia and working tools,
Continued promotion of the “5th Sunday Red Tie” church visitations,
Held Annual Charity and Recognition York Rite Luncheon or Dinner,
Contributed $21,455,00 to various benevolent activities,
Implemented two Ways and Means Fundraisers,
Initiated the Dime Challenge for every chapter,
Education Empowerment of $200 per chapter,
Donated $250 in support of the Lupus Support Network,
Donated $400 to support the John G. Riley Museum’s United States Colored Troops
Education Project,
Donated approximately 7000 pounds of shoes to Funds2Org,
Conducted Deputy and High Priest Retreat, successfully in the midst of a Hurricane,
Continued to work on Financial Empowerment and accountability,
Conducted the first graduation class for the College of Royal Arch in September 2016 and
second class in January 2017,
Opened Life Membership enrollment, with a focus on members exalted in 2015 and 2016,
Ensured that all local chapter uniform by-laws were properly recorded and filed,
Added four (4) Companions to the ranks of Past Grand High Priest,
Added eleven (11) new Excellent High Priests to the priesthood convention,
Reinstituted the SIGNET Newsletter under the guidance of Companion Craig Stafford,
Honored with the 2017 9th Year York Rite class being named Lewis S. Thurston, and
Reappointed as the Southern Alliance Deputy for General Conference.

Membership
The membership team continues to amaze me. Last year, I challenged us to reach a goal of 1000
members by April 2017. There are many challenges facing our membership both internally and
externally that resulted in us falling short. However, I invoke upon ye Companions, that we must be
diligent in our prayers for one another.
In spite of our challenges, membership is increasing and we need to continue to grow new
chapters. Revitalization and establishing such chapters remain on the trestle board. We are
steadfast in our works and pursing opportunities to grow chapters. We continue to look into
inquiries regarding setting up chapters in the Live Oak, FL and British Virgin Islands; and reviving
a chapter in Key West.
Retention - I also thank our chapters for purging their rolls. It is of the utmost importance that we
continue to seek ways to retain our York Rite members. Each of us must help our local chapter
reclaim and recruit new members. Yes, we can recruit! I have personally invited 12 companions
back into our ranks since April 2016. This is not just a benefit for Holy Royal Arch, but also the Most
Worshipful Union Grand Lodge. Please remember every Master Mason has a claim to Holy
Royal Arch Masonry. Ask yourself, “What am I doing to perpetuate our existence?”
York Rite Weekend - College of Royal Arch - In January we celebrated the ninth year of bringing
the brothers and sisters together for a weekend of wholesome instructions and fellowship. The
return of the College of Royal Arch has been a major inspiration to the craft. Dr. Elton Lewis, our
dean and his team continue to do an awesome job.
Statewide Exaltation – Once again, I congratulate all the members that were exalted during the
2016-17 year. At the 9th York Rite Weekend in January 2017, we performed, for the second time,

a full exaltation for the new companions. Special thanks go to the statewide exaltation teams.
Jewel Contest
Grand Instructor Willie E. Bowman did an excellent job in getting the word out and we faced the
challenges of the contest being on a Friday. The next year contest will be held on a Saturday. I
am expecting greater participation.
This year’s winner St. James Chapter #26 had the opportunity to open our Grand Convocation
under the leadership of Excellent High Priest Marvin Motley. Excellent High Priest Marvin Motley,
your leadership is commendable and thank you for your service.

Travel
Doing the period from April 12, 2016 to March 31, 2017, I made numerous visits and attended
many events. The reception from all was exceptional.
DATE
April 15-21, 2016
April 19-20, 2016
April 24, 2015
May 1, 2016
May 6-7, 2016
May 21, 2016
July 3 – 7, 2016

July 9 - 11, 2016
July 15 – 16, 2016
July 22 – 23, 2016
August 6, 2016
August 13, 2016
August 14-16, 2016
September 2-4, 2016
September 7, 2016
September 10, 2016
September 10, 2016
September 11, 2016
September 17, 2016
September 18, 2016
September 24, 2016
September 23-25
October 1, 2016
October 1, 2016
October 13-16

EVENT
Grand Communication
Re –elected as the Most Excellent Grand
High Priest for the State of Florida and
Zerubbabel
Day Service
USVI
R.E. Johnson Memorial Scholarship Program
Joint Zone 3 HOJ visitation
Joint Zone 2 HOJ visitation
Attended the Conference of Grand Chapters
with Cabinet. GK Walter Russell presented
during the workshop

PLACE
Jacksonville, FL
Jacksonville, FL
Tallahassee, FL
Melbourne, FL
West Palm Beach, FL
Gainesville, FL
Los Angeles, CA

Grandmasters Department Head meeting
MWUGL Workshop
Florida Council of Deliberation
Albert Cobb Day
MWUGL Black and White Banquet
Imperial Council
HOJ Mid-Year Workshop and the
introduction of Deputy and High Priest
Retreat
Homegoing
of Johnny L. King
Homegoing of Williams Oats
Anniversary of Monticello Consistory #331
100 Men in Black, St. Matthews MB Church
Attended funeral of Fred Miller’s father and 2
other friends
Prince Hall Day Observance
Birthday Celebration John G. Riley
Grand High Priest John Small Testimonial
and the York Rite Grand Convocation

Pensacola, FL
Jacksonville, FL
Jacksonville, FL
Orlando, FL
Orlando, FL
Tampa
Orlando, FL

Traveled to Daytona Beach for the Knights
Templar Workshop. The fellowship and
training was very enlightening as always
Attended the Union Prior Mid-Year
workshop
Travel to District 1A to visit with the Zoab
Chapter

Daytona Beach, FL

Miami, FL
Miami, FL
Monticello, FL
Tallahassee, FL
Eustis, FL
Jacksonville, FL
Tallahassee, FL
Atlanta, GA

Daytona Beach, FL
St. John VI

November 4-5

Southern Alliance Meeting

Florence, SC

December 9-10

Grand Master Zone 1 Visitation and what a
wonderful reception I received from the grand
master and the membership.

January 5 - 8, 2017

Jacksonville, FL
9th Consecutive York Rite Weekend; the
highlight was the completion of the first year of
the return of the College of Royal Arch and a full
7th degree demonstration.
Most Ancient Grand Matron Zone 1 Visitation
Tallahassee, FL
Texas Annual Grand Session
San Antonio,
Texas
Eustis Festival with Harmony Chapter #107
Eustis, FL
Tennessee York Rite Assembly
Memphis, TN
Had an opportunity to present a lecture on the
Flaming Sword.

January 27-28, 2017
February 4-5, 2017
February 17, 2017
March 17-19, 2017

Panama City

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Increase the age of RABA membership in the grand chapter from 56 to 65. The Deputy and
High Priests requested this change during York rite Deputy and High Priest meeting. Note:
This will require an amendment to the constitution.
2. Request that each chapter provide a grant- in-aid of $100 to a local student in 2017. The
Grand Chapter will match the $100.00.
3. Continue the donation of $1500 to the Most Worshipful Union Grand Lodge Education
Program Grant-in Aid.
4. Contribute $1000 to the Most Worshipful Union Grand Lodge for the pending restoration
project.
5. Continue the Haggai Award, a three-part program of Education and Fellowship for newly
exalted companions. To receive the Haggai Award companions must complete the following
mandatory and voluntary requirements within one year:
 Part 1: Mentor Program;
 Part 2: Royal Arch History; and
 Part 3: Personal Adventure in Royal Arch Fellowship and Learning.
Let us applaud Past High Priest Thomas Gilchrist for bringing this great vision forward to the
Grand Chapter. As your Grand High Priest, it is indeed a pleasure to be able to confer this
award.
6. Continue, at a minimum, benevolence contributions to Lupus Support Network, R.E.
Johnson Memorial Scholarship, John G. Riley Museum, General Conference, Bond Health
Center, Capital Park Youth Baseball, Local Chapter Programs and State KOP.

In closing, this grand chapter continues to demonstrate what it means to be a Holy Royal Arch
Mason to all that have the privilege to share this grand stage. As I travel, I am shown nothing but
kindness. I hope you have found the same in return.
This year we set new levels of giving and receiving while staying within the bounds of the craft.
There will always be challenges, but God has given us the ability to thrive, even in such moments.
Let us not become weary in well doing.
Excellent High Priests, please continue to budget and operate within your means. Each year we
must be reminded of the possibility of the coming lean years. Try to save at least 10% of your
revenues annually.
District Deputies, you are to continue to audit the chapter records and report to the Most Excellent
Grand High Priest, any findings of concern.
Again I say, “Let us begin anew! Let us welcome the next year during which we will continue to
foster better relationships with one another and build greater chapters.
Finally, thank you all for embracing the vision of a “Harmonious Jurisdiction.” I leave you with these
two scriptures:
“Be diligent to know the state of your flock and herds. At night as the flock beds
down the shepherd counts the flock to make sure he hasn’t left someone behind.”
- Proverbs 27:23

“Without Faith it is impossible to please God”- Hebrew 11:6
Let us walk in Faith, knowing we have left no companion behind! May God continue to bless and
keep you is my prayer! Holiness to the Lord! Holiness to the Lord! Holiness to the Lord!

Yours in the bond of 3 x 3,

Lewis S. Thurston

Lewis S. Thurston
Most Excellent Grand High Priest

